Come all ye singers for holiday “Messiah” singalong 


Symphonicity finds a fresh take for the 35th annual holiday classic. putse 
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Pla 
weeken 


Holiday lights, 
comedy and 

a not-for-kids 

take on Santa. 
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In i Chesapeake, rezoning is altering 
classrooms, teams and friendships 


Parents and 

students are coping 
- some reluctantly - 
with school changes 


By Mike Connors 
The Virginian-Pilot 


CHESAPEAKE 
HEN THE 
School Board 
rezoned six 
schools, it 
drew heat- 

ed reactions from parents 

throughout the city. 

Now, almost two months 
later, those passions still run 
strong. 

Some parents praise the 
board for adding students to 
unfilled schools while drop- 
ping numbers in overcrowd- 
ed buildings. 

Other parents remain up- 
set, yet are hopeful efforts 
can be made to help students 
switching schools. 

They worry about how 
their children will be af- 
fected by the changes - in 
some cases, attending three 
schools in three years - or 
what happens when their 
children move away from 
close friends. 

Here is a look at the impact 
of rezoning on students and 
parents: 


See REZONING, PAGE 9 


Want to get your 
business ona 
highway sign? 
It's complicated. 


There are plenty of 
rules for advertising 
along the interstates 


By Jordan Pascale 
The Virginian-Pilot 


Chances are if you’re trav- 
eling on the road this holiday 
weekend, you’re going to see 
plenty of signs. 

Most will tell you the speed 
limit, distance to cities and 
exit numbers. 

But the big blue signs that 
display nearby commercial 
businesses like gas, food, 
lodging, camping and tour- 
ism attractions might have 
some of the most interesting 
backstories. 

There are a surprising 
number of rules that regu- 
late what can be on the signs 
-and a lot of work behind the 
scenes, including a commit- 
tee that meets twice a year. 

The Virginia Depart- 
ment of Transportation has 
a very antiseptic name for 
them: “Travel Services Logo 


See SIGNS, PAGE 4 


what’s 
got her 
smilin’? 


Zulu the hero 
dog proves 
again why he’s 
man (and girl’s) 
best friend. 
PAGE 3 


CONGRESS 
OKs STOPGAP 
OPENDING 
MEASURE 


But battles loom in 
January when the 

money to keep the 
government going 
runs out. 
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U.N. opposes 
U.S. stand on 
Jerusalem 
despite threats. 
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Take a peek 
at the latest 
plans fora 
new football 
stadium at 
ODU. 


Sports 


mostly 
cloudy 


High near 
60. 


Details, back 
page of Sports 


We were knee-deep to waist-deep in muck. | looked up and saw the bear 


in a tree, and my heart really started pumping.” Retired Marine Sgt. Kevin Koffler 


For wounded vet, this wasnt your 
average bear hunt - tt was a dream 


è 

A 
Vet hunts - and eats - 
bear, with a little help 


from a local hunter 


By Katherine Hafner 
The Virginian-Pilot 


CURRITUCK, N.C. 
HUNTER, a taxi- 
dermist and a Pur- 
ple Heart recipient 
walked into a bear. 

Well, almost. The 
hunt happened last week when 

a group of people got togeth- 

er to make the dream of one 

wounded veteran come true. 
Retired Marine Sgt. Kevin 

Koffler, 35, has wanted to go 

on a bear hunt his whole life. 

He’s entered a drawing for a 

bear license in his native Wis- 

consin each year for the past 
decade but never got lucky. 

Then a few months ago, he 
happened upon a Facebook 
post from Currituck bear hunt- 
er Rob Romm, calling for vet- 
erans to apply for a free bear 
hunt. 

“This was a way I could take 

a hobby of mine and give back 

to my country,” Romm said. 

Koffler responded to the 
post with his story: He was 
serving his third combat tour 
when he drove over a roadside 


See HUNT, PAGE 8 
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Kevin Koffler waits as Tommy Russell and Rob Romm track their dogs during a bear 
hunt last week in northeastern North Carolina. 


OK or not OK? 


THE MAYOR SURPRISED some with a new logo and city 
slogan. But after a less-than-enthusiastic response from 
some he says he'll put the concept on hold. 


By Elisha Sauers | The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 
LET’S PUT IT THIS WAY: It didn’t 
have the staying power of “Virginia 
is for Lovers.” 

On Friday, Mayor Kenny Alexan- 
der unveiled a new slogan for the city 
of Norfolk. By Sunday, he was walk- 
ing it back. 

Needless to say, the idea didn’t go 


over well. 


Mayor Kenny Alexander said he created 
the logo on his laptop at home. The mayor 
revealed his ideas during an interview, 
catching some city officals off guard. 


Or, rather, it didn’t go “OK.” 

During an interview that covered a 
broad range of topics, including public 
schools, terrorist threats and build- 
ing a civic center, Alexander showed 
Veer magazine editor Jeff Maisey a 
video on his phone that he said would 
become part of anew branding cam- 
paign. 

The ad featured the Navy, NATO, 


See OK, PAGE 8 


